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On July 15, security forces opened fire against a group of public sector workers on strike in
downtown San Salvador. According to a report aired on Mexican television, seven Salvadorans
and two Canadian reporters were injured. REUTERS filed a report stating that three persons were
injured when police attempted to stop a march by the workers who vandalized buses, stoned
a government building and lit bonfires in the street during their procession. REUTERS quoted
witnesses as saying that the police shot most in the air for 10 minutes. In a statement reported by
PRENSA LATINA, the National Union of Salvadoran Workers (UNTS), charged the government
with escalating repression against the labor movement. The US Embassy was also charged with
complicity in recent actions against unionized workers. President Jose Napoleon Duarte's support
by organized labor is at its lowest point since 1984. Leftist unions have stepped up their demands
for ending the civil war and substantive economic improvements. Duarte dismisses them, saying
the unions serve as fronts for the rebels (Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front-FMLN/
Democratic Revolutionary Front-FDR). The labor movement is expected to be a major factor in
the March 1988 elections for a 60-member National Assembly and 262 mayors that will determine
whether Duarte's Christian Democratic Party retains the balance of political power in the country.
Formerly considered the most powerful in Central America, El Salvador's unions were decimated
in the early 1980s by right-wing death squads and government security forces that kidnapped,
murdered, disappeared or wounded over 8,000 "leftist suspects." Among the victims of rightist
repression in 1981 were two American Institute for Free Labor Development (AIFLD) employees,
who were gunned down with a Salvadoran labor leader in the coffee shop of the Sheraton Hotel
in San Salvador. The AIFLD is an arm of the AFL-CIO. The Salvadoran union movement as a
whole has recovered considerably since Duarte's inauguration. Then, in February 1986, a month
after Duarte announced an unpopular package of economic austerity measures that included a
100% devaluation of the currency, leftist unions reorganized themselves under a new umbrella
organization, the UNTS. The economic package and subsequent austerity measures have also
alienated large segments of a centrist labor federation, the AIFLD-supported National Union of
Workers and Peasants (UNOC). UNOC claims 360,000 members and UNTS claims 250,000, but
each accuses the other of inflating its figures. AIFLD opposes the UNTS, which it says consists of
"Marxist-Leninist unions" dedicated to the goals of the FMLN. In support of this characterization,
AIFLD cites what it says are "revealing" rebel documents captured by the Salvadoran military in
April 1985 and the account of a guerrilla defector, Miguel Castellanos, who was interviewed by an
AFL-CIO delegation in January. The documents reportedly describe efforts by the Central American
Revolutionary Workers Party one of five organizations within the FMLN to create a guerrillacontrolled labor front, disrupt pro-Duarte unions and provoke an "economic crisis" through the
rebels' agents in the labor movement. UNTS says the documents were fakes.
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